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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A system for preventing theft of an object, said system comprising: 
an electronic article surveillance (EAS) device operatively attached to an object; 
a security path for detection of said EAS device; 
a reader operatively coupled to said security path; 

a ^art card for being read by said reader, said smart card containing an identification 
profile of an authorized user of said object; mid 

a comput^attached to said reader, said computer disabling a security gate if a person 
entering said securityypath is determined as being authorized to remove said object 
t-an d after having said smart card read by said reader 

on alarm opcmtivcl\couplcd to said gecurity path, 

wherein upon paa a age ttu-ough said path, said EA S device triggers the path to activate 
said alarm and subsequently said al^m is turned off by said computer if said person cr 
seeurit) ' ^ path is authorized . 


2. (Original) The system according to claim\^ wherein said EAS device comprises an 
acousto-magnetic tag. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original) The system according to claim 1, wherein said EAS aevice comprises a radio 
fi-equency (RF) tag. 
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5. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein said gate is for interrogating 
said EAS device, said gate including said reader one of built integrally thereto and in a proximity 
thereof. 

6. (PreviouslyVresented) The system according to claim 1 , wherein said computer contains a 
database including information regarding said authorized user of said object. 

7. (Canceled) 


A 


8. (Previously presented) Th^ystem according to claim 1, further comprising a video receiver 
operatively coupled to said path,\^id path activating said video receiver upon interrogating said 
EAS device. 

9. (Currently amended) The system accor^g to claim i 28, wherein either said alarm is turned 
off or an authorized user is allowed free passage through said path, when said authorized person 
exhibits said smart card to said reader. 


10. (Original) The system according to claim 1, fiirther\x)mprising a storage device, coupled to 
said reader, containing information on personnel authorized lo enter through or exit through said 
path with said object. 


1 1 . (Original) The system according to claim 6, wherein said comput^logs a time and user 
identity related to passage through said path. 
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12. (Original) N^e system according to claim 1, wherein said smart card comprises a direct 
contact smart card. 

13. (Original) The system acceding to claim 1, wherein said smart card comprises a 
contact-less smart card. 

14. (Original) The system according to clainJO, wherein said smart card comprises a magnetic 
strip containing a code. 

15. (Currently amended) A method for preventing theft of an object, comprising: 

operatively attaching an electronic article s^lrveillancfe;^(EAS) device to an object; 

detecting said EAS device as said object traverses a secuqty path; 

operatively coupling a reader to said security path; \ \ 

reading, by said reader, a smart card being presented to said reader as said object traverses 
said security path, said smart card containing an identification profile ofVi authorized user of 
said object; and \ 

attaching a computer to said reader, said computer disabling a security g^te if a person 
entering said security path is authorized to remove said object ; and 

operatively coupling an alarm to s aid security path, 

wherein upon pas s age through said path, said EAS device trigger? the path to actiVatc 
said alarm and subsequently said alarm is turned off by said computer if said person cntcrink-said 
security path ia authorized . 
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16. YOriginal) The method according to claim 15, wherein said EAS device comprises an 
acousto-magnetic tag. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Original) %c method according to claim 15, wherein said EAS device comprises a radio 
frequency (RF) tag\ 

19. (Previously Presente^) The method according to claim 15, wherein said security gate is for 
interrogating said EAS devii^;, said gate including said reader one of built integrally thereto and 
in a proximity thereof. \ 



20. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 15, further comprising: 


providing said computer with a database including information regarding said authorized 
usGT of said object. \ . 

21. (Currently amended) A system for preventing ^eft of an object, comprising: 

an electronic article surveillance (EAS) device operatively attached to an object; 
a security path for detection of said EAS device; \ 

a reader operatively coupled to said security pat h, said reader located at or near a security 
gate of said securitv path : \ 

a smart card for being read by said reader, said smart card containing an identification 

profile of an authorized user of said object; \ 
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a computer attached to said reader, said computer disabling a security gate if a person 
entering said security path is authorized to remove said object; and 
opVatively coupling an alarm to said security path, 
wheram upon passage through said path without first having established that said person 
is authoriz ed to temove said obiect said EAS device triggers the path to activate said alarm and 
subsequentl y, wheAsaid smart card is read bv said reader and said person is determined as being 
authorized to remove aaid object, said alarm is turned off by said computer if said person 
entering said sccurit}^ path is authorized , and 

wherein said EAS device continuously outputs a signal to said security path. 

22. (Previously Presented) The sy^em according to claim 21 wherein the identification profile is 
obtained independently of said signal^ 

23. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21 wherein said computer opens said 
security gate when said smart card includes the wjentification profile of the authorized user of 
said object. 

24. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim^l wherein said computer turns off an 
alarm when said smart card includes the identification profile\f the authorized user of said 
object. 


25. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein a vi^eo image is captured 
each time said alarm is actuated. 
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26. (foeviously presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein a video image is captured 
each time said alarm is turned off. 

27. (Previou^y presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein a video image is captured 
when said smiartvcard includes the identification profile of the authorized user of said object. 

28. (New) The systemWcording to claim I, further comprising: 

an alarm operatively^oupled to said security path, 

wherein upon passage tHtough said path ^ giout first having established that said person 
is^^*9n2ed40J^^ EAS device triggers the path to activate said alarm and 

subsequently, ^when said smart card is ^^d by said reader and said person is determined as being 
authorized to remove said object, said alarm^is turned off. 


29. (New) The method according to claim 15, fiirtheKcomprising: 
operatively coupling an alarm to said security pathS 

activating said alarm upon passage through said path wi^out first having established that 
said person is authorized to remove said object; and 

turning off said alarm when said smart card is read by said read^and said person is 
determined as being authorized to remove said object. 
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